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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attach ment(s) 

1) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) Information Disclosure Statement^} (PTO/SB/08) 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date °~f& OK 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) O Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20061228 



Application/Control Number: 10/518,257 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2629 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by MacLean 
et al. (US Patent No. 6,426,737 B1). 

As to claim 1 , MacLean et al. teaches an electrophoretic display panel for 
displaying pictures (See Col. 1, Lines 31-40), comprising: 

- a first and a second opposed substrate (See Fig. 2, items 230,240, Col. 3, 
Lines 28-50), 

- an electrophoretic medium between the substrates (See Fig. 3, item 210, 
Col. 4, Lines 57-67), the electrophoretic medium comprising charged particles in a fluid 
(See Fig. 3, item 200, Col. 4, Lines 57-67), 

- a plurality of pixels (See Fig. 3, item 220, Col. 4, Lines 62-63), and 

- drive means (See Fig. 1, item 30, Col. 3, Lines 1 1-27), 

the first and the second substrate having for each pixel a first and a second 
electrode, respectively, for receiving a potential difference determining positions of the 
charged particles (See Fig. 2, items 280,290, Col. 3, Lines 27-50), and 
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the drive means being able to control the potential difference of each pixel 
(See Fig. 1, item 30, Col. 3, Lines 11-27), characterized in that 

the display panel further comprises heating means for heating the medium 
(See Fig. 1, item 40, Col. 3, Lines 10-18 and Lines 59-63) to a medium temperature in 
the range of 30 °C and 70 °C (See Table 1). 

As to claim 2, MacLean et al. teaches a heating element (See Fig. 2, item 240, 
Col. 3, Lines 59-63), 

- a temperature probe, able to measure the medium temperature (See Fig. 
1, item 60), and 

- a temperature controller, able to control the heating element, in 
dependence of the measured medium temperature (See Fig. 1, item 40, Col. 3, Lines 
11-27). 

As to claim 3, MacLean et al. teaches the heating element is able to heat the 
medium via the first substrate (See Fig. 2, item 240,270, Col. 3, Lines 59-63). 

As to claim 3, MacLean et al. teaches the first substrate has a heat conducting 
layer, covering at least a portion of a surface of the first substrate and being in contact 
with the heating element (See Fig. 2, item 240,270, Col. 3, Lines 59-63). 

Telephone Inquire 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Leonid Shapiro whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7683. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Hjerpe can be reached on 571-272-7691. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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